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The 2008/09 school year was a busy one for both the school district and its Aboriginal 
Education Department.  Highlights of the year, as they pertain to our Aboriginal student 
population and communities, include: 
 

 Over 600 students attending the Aboriginal Week event held at the Mir Centre for 
Peace in May.  Students of all ages from our school district as well as 
neighbouring school districts attended sessions such as pine needle basket 
making, the making of raw hide, and bear aware. 

 The Aboriginal Committee on Education was disbanded by the Board of 
Education, with the intent being that a new structure be formed for the 2010/11 
school year focused on improving student achievement results for Aboriginal 
students.  

 The Aboriginal Education Department was honoured when they received notice 
that some of the material developed by the department was selected to be used as 
a resource for a course offered by the University of Victoria. 

 Curriculum development continued to be major focus of the Aboriginal Education 
Department during the year.  The success of this work was evidenced by a 
professional development session offered to teachers during a district professional 
development day, and by the increased numbers of teachers asking for programs 
to be delivered in their classrooms.  Specifically, the following curriculum was 
supported with Aboriginal content developed and used this year:  Home Ec (grade 
9), Grade 2 Science, Grades 5, 6 and 7 Social Studies and Language Arts, and 
grades 8-12 Drama. 

 The academic success for our Aboriginal students (goal 1) continued to be a focus 
for the district this school year.  To this end, the Achievement Review Committee, 
a new structure in our district with representatives from all stakeholder groups, 
analyzed provincial and district achievement data for Aboriginal students.  A 
broad, summative statement of their findings would be that although district 
Aboriginal students perform at or above provincial averages on most if not all 
achievement indicators, the gap between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal student 
performance in the district is wide, with Aboriginal students performing lower 
than non-Aboriginal students.  (For more detailed summaries of the ARC, please 
see Appendix A of the District Achievement Contract.) 

 The Aboriginal Education Department spent time this school year creating the 
language and culture and history booklets that will be used for the goal focused on 
improving Aboriginal students’ knowledge of Aboriginal languages (goal 2) and 
for the goal focused on improving all students’ knowledge of culture and history 
of Aboriginal peoples (goal 3).  These booklets will be used with students in the 
2009/10 school year and data will be collected as noted for each goal. 

 The number of self-identified students with Aboriginal ancestry continued to rise 
this school year, and currently sits at approximately 10% of the student enrolment. 

 


